
Australian Medical Association Limited 
ABN 37 008 426 793 

 

42 Macquarie Street, Barton ACT 2600: PO Box 6090, Kingston ACT 2604 
Telephone: (02) 6270 5400  Facsimile (02) 6270 5499 
Website :  http://www.ama.com.au/ 

 

 

PALLIATIVE CARE WORKERS STAND BY PATIENTS AT CRITICAL 

TIME 
National Palliative Care Week 2020 – It’s More Than You Think 

 

During National Palliative Care Week 2020, the AMA recognises and thanks healthcare 

workers around Australia - and the world - who are supporting patients at their end of life, and 

their families. 

 

AMA President, Dr Tony Bartone, said that palliative care is about ensuring that physical, 

emotional, spiritual, and social needs of a patient with a life-limiting illness are met, while 

helping patients to live as well as possible. 

 

“Palliative care workers are there, caring for patients with respect and compassion, and doing 

their best to support families,” Dr Bartone said. 

 

The COVID-19 crisis has highlighted the dedication and hard work of doctors, nurses, and all 

palliative care workers as they look after patients who are isolated from loved ones. 

 

“Separating patients and families due to the risk of spreading the virus sadly exacerbates an 

already stressful and emotional time,” Dr Bartone said. 

 

“Members of palliative care teams are adapting their approach to do even more for patients 

when isolation means loved ones may not be present to be with a patient as they approach there 

final moments of life.” 

 

The aim of National Palliative Care Week is to spark important conversations in the 

community about the benefits of quality palliative care, and to pay tribute to the compassionate 

contributions of all those who work and volunteer in palliative care across Australia. 

 

“Palliative care can help people with life-limiting illnesses to live as well as possible, for as 

long as possible, by managing pain and symptoms to ensure quality of life is maintained,” Dr 

Bartone said. 

 

“Palliative care is not just provided in hospitals. Services can be provided in aged care facilities 

and in the wider community. 

 

“Palliative care supports not only the patient, but their families and friends as well; for 

example, through grief and bereavement support.” 

 

National Palliative Care Week 2020 runs until Saturday 30 May, with the theme, “Palliative 

Care … It’s More Than You Think”. For more information, visit the Palliative Care Australia 

website at https://palliativecare.org.au/.  

 

The AMA Position Statement on End of Life Care and Advance Care Planning is at 

https://ama.com.au/position-statement/end-life-care-and-advance-care-planning-2014. 
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