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Wins‌ Women’s health
After advocating for more support for
women’s health we welcomed a Medicare
funding boost for long-term contraceptives,
the listing of new oral contraceptive pills and
menopausal therapies on the PBS and a new
Medicare rebate for menopause health
assessments.    

Health investment
Our ongoing calls for more investment in
Medicare resulted in an astonishing additional
$7.9 billion in Medicare funding to support
GPs who choose to bulk bill some, or all, of
their patients. While welcome; we continue to
advocate for extra funding and reform to the
Medicare GP rebate structure to support
longer consultations. 

Workforce
Years of lobbying resulted in increased funding
to provide a $30,000 salary incentive for GP
registrars and paid parental leave and study
leave. Additional prevocational and vocational
training positions in GP are also locked in.  

CDC
We were one of the first organisations to call
for a centre for disease control (CDC) and
continued those calls throughout the
pandemic. This year we welcomed the
legislation to establish the Australian CDC.  
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LGBTQIASB+ healthcare
We identified LGBTQIASB+ health as a priority
area for all governments and this year  
welcomed $10 million in funding to subsidise
training for primary healthcare professionals in
delivering inclusive LGBTQIASB+ healthcare.  

Wounds consumable scheme
In June a new wounds consumable scheme
started. We first raised the need for patients
to have better access to support with wound
care with former health minister Greg Hunt in
2017; prosecuting the case for many years;
including through the MBS Review and a
landmark research report.  
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Medicine shortages
Following pressure from the AMA, the TGA
established a new Medicines Supply Action
Group, bringing together key groups
representing medicine, pharmacy,
wholesalers and sponsors to provide robust
advice on addressing medicines shortages.  

Racism
We lobbied health ministers to tackle racism in
healthcare settings, with ministers
subsequently issuing a directive to Ahpra and
National Boards to improve the health
practitioner response to racism. 

Ahpra
We have consistently pushed Ahpra to
improve its complaints handling processes
which has resulted in improvements and we
were also able to secure, through the
Dawson Review, a directive from health
ministers for Ahpra to take immediate steps
to further improve complaints processes. 

Medicare
We discredited claims made by the Health
Services Union about the extent of Medicare
fraud, by using the Independent Review of
Medicare Integrity and Compliance that the
AMA had extensive input into, to show these
claims were false.  

Doctors in training
The AMA continued to call for the
establishment of an independent national
health workforce planning agency to ensure
Australia’s medical workforce is distributed
where it’s needed, improving access to
healthcare for all Australians and making sure
there are sufficient future training places for the
growing number of medical graduates.

General Practice
We continued lobbying the federal government
on expanding the Workforce Incentive Program
to enable more nurses and allied health
professionals in general practice.  

Federal election campaigns and asks
We relaunched our new Modernise Medicare,
Clear the Hospital Logjam and SicklySweet
campaigns ahead of the federal election and
released budget chapters detailing our asks
on private health, public hospitals, general
practice and public health.  

Gambling
We continued calling on the federal
government to implement a ban on gambling
advertising and to address gambling harm. The
AMA was represented at a roundtable at
Parliament House on the issue convened by
Senator David Pocock.  

Immunisation
We prioritised immunisation, reinforcing the need
to tackle declining immunisation rates through a
public relations campaign and continued to call
for greater investment in this area, particularly to
support the critical role played by general
practice in vaccinating the community.  
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Private health
We continued to represent the interests of our
members and patients on the CEO Private
Health Forum and through our Private Health
Insurance Report Card. We highlighted
affordability and value for money issues as well
as continued vertical integration in the sector
and the need for the establishment of a Private
Health System Authority.   

Public hospitals
The federal government provided a significant
boost to public hospital funding for the 2025‒
2026 financial year, but we continue to
highlight the need for a new hospital funding
agreement to be finalised by all governments.  

International medical graduates
Recognising the issues facing our
international medical graduates (IMGs), we
formalised a federal AMA IMG committee to
guide our advocacy for this important group
of doctors. The committee replaces and
builds on the work of the AMA IMG Working
Group that had established a strong policy
agenda for IMG doctors, including an overhaul
of relevant policies.  

Member representation
Members from the state and territory AMAs
represented your views at 36 federal AMA
council, committee, and working group meetings,
and four AMA Federal Council meetings.  

Resources
This year we launched our NeXT tool — a new
online interactive tool to help doctors in training
make sense of complex enterprise bargaining
agreements and awards across the country. 

Federal President Roadshow
We travelled to Western Australia, Queensland
and the Northern Territory to catch up with
members and meet with state and territory AMA
leaders. We also visited local health services to
catch up with doctors and discuss the issues
that are impacting them at the coalface.  

Webinars
We held nine webinars for our members,
including on bulk billing changes, cyber security,
and MBS compliance.

Misinformation
This year we tackled online misinformation,
calling on the federal government to crack
down on deepfake AI video of reputable health
professionals. We also met with senior Meta
representatives to express our concerns about
deepfake profiles selling unproven treatments.   
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Medicinal cannabis
Following sustained federal and state and
territory AMA advocacy, the head of the TGA,
Professor Tony Lawler, announced the TGA
would consult on tightening the rules for
unapproved medicinal cannabis. Ahpra also
released guidance on medicinal cannabis
prescribing and health ministers have agreed to
consider what further work is needed to
strengthen governance, oversight, and
regulatory frameworks to address inappropriate
prescribing.  
  



Mardi Gras
For the first time ever, the AMA marched in the
Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras Parade,
furthering our advocacy work, and publicly
supporting people in the LGBTQIASB+ community,
including our members and patients. 

National Conference
AMA25 was held in early August with excellent
feedback from attendees. Work has begun on
AMA26 to be held in Melbourne on 28‒29 August. 

Your voice to decision makers
During the first nine months of the year, we
represented our members at more than 440
meetings with policy and political decision
makers, including key politicians and their
staffers.   

Submissions and position statements
Federal AMA lodged more than 50
submissions on everything from regulation to
private health reform and medicines
shortages. We published five new position
statements on immunisation, diagnostic
imaging, pathology, voluntary assisted dying,
and women’s health. 

Media
We issued more than 90 media releases and
responded to more than 800 media enquiries.    

Reports
We released: 

research reports on Artificial Intelligence
and international medical graduates 
the Public Hospital Report Card  
the Ambulance ramping report  

Private Maternity Forum
The AMA brought together key stakeholders to
discuss the viability of private maternity services
in June, with this critical meeting informing the
development of AMA policy and helping to guide
our advocacy. 

Events‌
CAS
We gathered 100 of Australia’s medical leaders
from more than 30 medical groups for our
colleges, associations, and societies meeting to
discuss key issues facing our healthcare system,
such as workforce shortages, the public hospital
logjam and private health, including hospital
closures. 
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https://www.ama.com.au/articles/artificial-intelligence-healthcare-0

